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God’s purpose for Holy Spirit is to guide
the Community to Christ with support and love
MARKS OF DISCIPLESHIP
1. DAILY PRAYER
A. Prayer list in weekly worship bulletin — please pray daily
B. Opportunity for personal prayer (needs/thanks/conflict) during
Sunday’s Prayers of the Faithful
C. “Christ in Our Home” daily devotionals (on credenza in Overflow room)
2. WORSHIP

A. Sunday worship at 10:00 AM
B. Koinonia group — March 9 & 23
C. Albany Lutheran Cluster Mid-week Worship — March 4, 11, 18 & 25
3. BIBLE READING
A. Individual daily reading
B. Mid-week Message
C. Koinonia group — March 9 & 23
4. SERVICE
A. Service needs for LCHS include: Altar Care & Greeters
B. Individual spiritual gift counseling available from Patti Henry
5. SPIRITUAL FRIENDSHIP
A. Friendship Luncheoneers on March 11 at Track 32 Restaurant
B. Fellowship Hour after worship
C. Faith, News & Brews — March 10
D. Koinonia group — March 9 & 23
E. Yarn & Needles — March 16
6. GIVING
A. Donna in Ghana
B. Albany Lutheran Cluster — Items for St. Paul’s Center
C. Food for the Shelter Dinner @ First Lutheran — March 24
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Patia Henry
Jordan Wedenbine
Eliana Shah
Jonathan McCann
James Ragotzkie
Jacqueline Shah
Sierra Kehn
Barb Turner
Steve Kehn

Food pantry Sunday is March 1
The Holy Spirit Choir hosts Fellowship
Hour on Sunday, March 1
The Call Committee
Monday, March 2

Britney Lintner
Benjamin Ciccarelli
Howard W. Hasenbein
James Hasenbein

meets

on

Confirmation class will be held on
March 1, 15 & 29 at Good Shepherd
Daylight Savings Time begins at 2 AM
on Sunday, March 8

_________________________

Friendship Luncheoneers meet on
March 11 at Track 32 Restaurant
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Bishop’s Convocation: Front Porchin’
will be held at St. Mark’s Lutheran
Church (Baldwinsville) on Saturday,
March 14

Daniel & Marie Rohrmiller

_________________________

April SPIRIT articles are
Church office by March 15

due

to

Koinonia meets on March 9 & 23
Faith, News & Brews meets March
10 at Delaware Supply
Yarn & Needles meets March 16
● for our “at home” members

Church Council meets March 16

● for Donna Rohrmiller (our
missionary in Ghana)

Albany Lutheran Cluster Midweek
Lenten Soup Suppers & Worship will
be held on Wednesdays, March 4,
11, 18 & 25

● for Campus Ministry at UAlbany
● for our sister Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Zimbabwe

Annual CROPWalk rally will be held at
First Lutheran on March 22 (Snow
date is March 29)

● for all those in service of our
country
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THOUGHTS FROM
PASTOR JOYCE
Grace and peace to you. We
are in the Lenten season when
God’s people are challenged to
examine personal beliefs and
reasons to believe in the
events happening before the crucifixion. This quote is by one of my favorite
theologians, GK Chesterton is somewhat tongue in cheek. This approach is not
unusual in his writings. You may know Chesterton from another approach…he
wrote the stories of Father Brown which airs on PBS on Sunday evenings.
This Lenten season the Albany cluster gatherings will offer an opportunity to
reflect on our beliefs and the clergy have chosen the theme of RISK. Is it risky to
be a Christian believer? I certainly believe so. It would be so much easier to live
life the way I chose and not by trying to live life the way Christ calls to us to
behave. (You can see the themes each pastor chose in the listing in this
publication).
My prayer for each of you is take time in your day and reflect what your life
would be without Jesus Christ. We are always faced with decisions that may
challenge us and in relationships that are uneasy. Father Chesterton offers the
thought that following Christ is not easy and can be quite risky. We stand out in
a secular world and may make us uncomfortable…it is much easier to go with the
crowd.
I look forward to seeing you, during Lent, at the various churches by joining in a
meal first which is a time to spend with our neighbors and friends as preparation
for hearing the Word. We will continue to use the Holden Evening Prayer as the
liturgy format. Holden Evening Prayer was composed to be used around a
campfire at the Holden Village; Over the course of 50 years, Holden Village
has been transformed from a copper mining town to a vibrant place of
education, programming, and worship. Holden invites people of all ages
to come and experience our rhythms, which inspire and equip travelers
for a sustainable life of faith outside the Village.
Imagine sitting around a campfire, singing this music and reflecting on God’s gift
to us on the cross. Prayers for you as we reflect on Risk of the Christian Life.

Pastor Joyce
• Confirmation class continues at Good Shepherd LC with 4 Holy Spirit youth
attending. Pr. Edwina Landry and I share the teaching responsibilities.
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Donna in Ghana
Rev. Donna J. Rohrmiller, IAM Ambassador-Ghana, P.O. Box SG34, Sogakope, V/R, Ghana
Phone: 011 233 246997899 or 504328551, Email: msroh2@yahoo.com

February 6, 2020
Dear Friends and Family,
May 14 to August 12, 2020! I am excited, now having made my flight
arrangements to come to the U.S. I hope to see most of you while I am there. I
am contacting churches to set up a schedule of visits. If you know of any church,
small group, organization, or any type of meeting that would be a good forum
for me to share about the ministry, please contact me.
Looking back: In 2019, we accomplished all our goals of providing the means
for our elderly to produce more in their farms and buying a motorbike for the
village pastor. We did not hold a conference with our IAM Bible School in Aflao
because the Director decided it would not be helpful at this time. (As in the
February 2019 newsletter.)
Looking forward: We sense from the Lord that this is a season to firm up and
strengthen the ministry to which we are currently committed. Therefore, we are
not establishing new goals. We are very pleased with the effect of our current
programs on the people we reach. Our one goal is to study what we are
doing, and to make each area even better, even more effective.
Therefore, in this newsletter I will outline the main work of our IAM NGO (nonprofit).
Jesus Elderly Care: Our main thrust for the 90 elderly in the village of Atronie
for the last two years, is to help them with their farming. We pay for plowing,
and later spraying, of one plot each. The Elderly person themselves, or their
family members, do the actual farming. We are amazed at how much this is
improving their lives! A little effort and money poured into the right place can
make a big difference. I have three stories to share with you:
• Adwoa who was very poor and not able to receive any help from her family,
because they also were very poor. None of the
children in the family went to junior high or high
school because of the costs involved. In the last
couple of years, she harvested so much that it has
helped the whole family. The woman’s life is better;
she is eating well and even bought herself a dress. In
addition, the profits help support her grandchildren’s
schooling, two of whom are finishing Junior High and
are planning to attend High School.
• Abena used her profits to organize a tabletop business,
selling fish and produce. This will provide for her needs all
year round.
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• Efia could not walk due to an illness. After the harvest,
she was able to receive medical attention, can walk now,
and do things for herself. She is now eating regularly
and her overall health is better.

The cost of plowing and spraying of one plot is about $50. The cost of
the whole project is $4,500. We are currently in need of money to
support this work.
Other services to these ones include financial assistance with medical care,
including operations, and Christmas parcels of food and soap.
Education: Our primary focus is on providing the things that the children need
to attend school, right from kindergarten through high school. In September,
there is a rush for school uniform, sandals, books, and notebooks, but all year
long, there are various required fees. Some children are not able to take their
final exams if their parents cannot pay the printing fee, about $2. The
government assigns some to boarding high schools, for which there is a long list
of necessary supplies. We support 38 children at the various levels of
schooling. The needs vary depending on the level of schooling, but we
averaged $220 for each student last year, with a total of $8,360 for this
project. We are now meeting with those who are local three times each year in
order to be a greater influence on their lives. In addition, we also support the
following in the village of Atronie:
Children’s Library – rent of a room and stipend for librarian.
Christ Missionaries Academy – monthly support for Christian school that takes
in orphans who cannot afford to pay. They are fed twice a day.
Friends of Orphans – we partner with this program to provide uniforms,
shoes, and school supplies to the orphans. About $1,000/year is needed
for these children.
Ministry: Our general area of ministry includes two efforts:
IAM Bible Schools – Our short-term Bible Schools, designed to be accessible
to everyone, have impacted lives in 6 communities this year. We have
Directors in 9 locations, but some took a break. We constantly get good
reports from both the students and their pastors about the effect of this
school on their lives and ministries. We have had street preachers come
who used to preach a condemning gospel. Many strange ideas,
misunderstandings, and bad practices are stopped when the students learn
the true gospel. The ability of the students to function in ministry is
improved and many are able to contribute better to their churches and to
the effort of evangelism. This part of the ministry is more time, and less
financially intensive. Both Pastor Joemens and I are Directors of an IAM
Bible School. In addition, we prepare for and attend all graduations. Every
few years, we also hold a retreat for the Directors.

The Village of Matsikope
We help the village church, Heaven Investment Chapel, by donating
monthly toward the support of the pastor. We have also responded to
5

requests for specific needs. This continues to be the only church in this
small village, though there are some in nearby villages.
At Christmas, we give parcels to 126 widows and orphans from
Matsikope and two surrounding villages. There is much anticipation
around this event because part of the package is rice, which is too costly
for many of them, and cookies, which the children look for as Christmas
gifts.
The other organization I work with is Titian Ministries International. Our
ongoing needs are in three areas:
Loaves and Fishes – we give parcels of food and soap to 50 elderly every
month, along with a message and some good fellowship.

Children of Zion – currently we have 16 at-risk children, the oldest of whom
we soon hope to support for nurses’ training. We also continue to build a
bungalow, outside kitchen, and garage to move half the children out of a
rented facility.
Upgrade of Adidome facilities – we want to revive the campus I live on so
we can reopen a degree-granting Bible college that was previously here.
ALWAYS, always, please PRAY for us!
Love in Christ,

Donna

Rev. Donna J. Rohrmiller
Contributions can be made to International Accelerated Missions (IAM) by mail or on the website,
www.iamoutreach.org.
If by mail please do not put my name on the check, instead enclose a note saying it is for me.
Address: 114 Rock Rd; Berne, NY 12023 Phone: 518-872-0987.
To contribute to the work done through Titian Ministries Int’l, give on the website, titianministries.com,
or send a check to: Debra Hess, 360 Protection Ave. Apt. J-12, Herkimer, NY 13350.

_____________________________________________________

2020 Council & Officers
President: Rick Vandenbergh
Vice President: Rick Hasenbein
Secretary: Patti Henry
Council Members:
Bill Broden
Margaret Shaheen
Kori Tomelden

Hans Warnstadt
Dean Wayman
Claudia Wolfgang

Treasurer: Loren Place
Financial Secretary: Diane Hasenbein
Recording Financial Secretary: Karen Hasenbein
Assistant Recording Financial Secretary: Kori Tomelden
Cemetery Treasurer: Carol Albright
Cemetery Superintendent: Mike Conti
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share food and conversation. Thank
you.
● Our next Senior Community
Luncheon will be on Wednesday,
April 15. Watch for details to be
announced. Thank you.

● Thank you to everyone who
contributed to the February 25
Shelter Dinner.

● This is the time of year that we
collect bars of bath soap for people in
foreign countries. Because local
women now make and sell soap, LWR
is no longer collecting boxes of soap;
this year we will be collecting items
for personal care kits. Each kit must
contain 2 bars of bath soap, a
comb, a toothbrush (in its
original packaging), a nail clipper
and a towel. I will supply all of the
towels, as well as any other items
that are not donated. I am hoping we
can make at least 10 kits. These will
be used by refugees, who have left
all of their personal items to escape
to a refugee camp. The LWR truck
will be in Clifton Park to pick up the
kits at the end of April, so April 20 is
the last day to bring your items to
church. Thanks for helping with this
project. — Mary Tennermann
__________________________

● Our next Shelter Dinner is on
Tuesday, March 24. Laura Wayman
is coordinating this dinner for us. She
will be posting the menu on the
Bright Blue Bulletin Board in the
Overflow Room. If you sign up to
bring something for the dinner please
bring your food donations to church
on Sunday, March 22. Thank you.
● Our March/April Cluster Collection
is for St. Paul's Center for Homeless
Mothers and Children in Rensselaer.
Per their website: “St. Paul’s Center
provides
emergency
shelter
to
mothers and their children without a
place to call home. Our 19-bed
facility operates year round so
families always have a place to go in
times of need. Our dedicated staff
provides support and individualized
services to families as they transition
to independent living.” Here is a list
of items they are requesting. Items
can be new or gently used.

Many thanks to Bridget
Place for agreeing to
check and re-stock the
Communion cards and
envelopes found in the
racks at the ends of the
pews in our Sanctuary! If
you happen to notice any
of these getting a bit low, kindly let
her know where more are needed.
Also, it would make her job a bit
easier if these were used only for
their intended purpose. If
our
young worshipers need scrap
paper for their artistic endeavors,
some is available on the Ushers’
podium (outside the center entry
doors at the back of the Sanctuary).

Wash cloths
Hand towels
Bath towels
Shower curtains
Shower rods
Shower curtain hooks
● Looking Ahead: our annual Come
'N Share will be on Palm Sunday,
April
5.
Deb
Baranowski
is
coordinating this event. She will be
posting a sign up sheet on the door
of the Fellowship Hall. Please sign up
if you plan to attend and note what
food you plan to bring and share.
This is a fun event. A time for us to
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WEATHER POLICY

Occasionally, our Upstate NY winters
make traveling to Holy Spirit for
worship services and events unsafe.
If our Council President and Pastor
decide to cancel Sunday Worship or
an event at church, the cancellation
will be announced on the following
local media:

FRIENDSHIP
LUNCHEONEERS
Will
meet
at
11:30
AM
on
Wednesday, March 11 at the Track
32 Restaurant (1368 Indian Fields
Road, Feura Bush). For more
information
or
to
make
your
reservations please contact Angela
Latal at 518-767-2628.

Capital News 9
WXXA TV
WFLY – FLY 92
WTEN TV
WGY – 810 WGY
WRGB TV
WRVE – The River
WNYT TV
WYJB B-95.5

__________________________

We will start the church phone chain
to alert members of the cancellation,
but if in doubt, please tune in to one
of the above for more information.

Thanks to the continued effort of the
Yarn and Needles group we are able
to donate 18 hats in baby, children’s,
and adult sizes, 1 scarf, and 2 hat
and scarf sets to St. Paul’s Center in
Rensselaer. I would like to especially
thank Bonnie Broden who made
them. Bonnie continues to amaze us
with her beautiful work and we are
very grateful. Currently in the works
by the group are another baptismal
blanket, several twin size afghans,
and baby sweaters, all of which we
are hoping to donate by spring.

________________________

DONATIONS
In March our free-will donations
will benefit Bread for the World,
and the last Sunday’s donations
will be used to offset Fellowship
Hour expenses.

Karin Maag-Tanchak, Yarn & Needles

________________________

HOLY SPIRIT BOOK CLUB

________________________

Our next meeting will be on
Tuesday, April 14. We will gather
at Karen Hasenbein’s home at 6:30
PM. The book to be read in
advance is The Woman in
Cabin 10 by Ruth Ware.
Please join us!

Confirmation Classes will
be held on March 1, 15
& 29 at 12:30 PM at
Good Shepherd church.
Students: please bring
Sermon Summary sheets
to class!
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HOLY SPIRIT COMMITTEES 2020
CEMETERY

PARISH LIFE

Shirley Gresens, Chair
Carol Albright, Treasurer
Michael D. Conti, Cemetery Superintendent
Pat Donovan
Winnie Gilbert
Howard Hasenbein
Henry “Bud” LaQuire
Joyce Murphy
Walter Ragotzkie
Nancy Richards
Hans Warnstadt, Council Liaison

Patia Henry, Chair
Susan Alexander
Bonnie Broden
Sandra Bruni
Shirley Gresens
Joyce Murphy
Rebecca Peterson
Wendy Schatz
Margaret Shaheen
Claire Vandenbergh
Rick Vandenbergh
Laura Wayman

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

PROPERTY

Kori Tomelden, Chair
Katrina Capuano
Courtney Ciccarelli
Jen Corazzini
Tony Lintner
Bridget Place

Howie Hasenbein, Chair
Marvin Antenucci
Shirley Gresens
Rick Hasenbein, Council Liaison
Dean Wayman

SOCIAL MINISTRY

COMMUNICATIONS

Sheila Pacowski, Chair
Deb Baranowski
Loren Place
Gabriella Sacks
Mary Tennermann
Laura Wayman
Claudia Wolfgang, Council Liaison

Bill Broden, Chair
Rick Vandenbergh

FINANCE
Dean Wayman, Chair
Diane Hasenbein, Financial Secretary
Howie Hasenbein
Jim Hasenbein
Karen Hasenbein, Rec. Financial Secretary
Loren Place, Treasurer
Kori Tomelden, Asst. Rec. Financial Secretary

STEWARDSHIP
Rick Vandenbergh, Chair
Courtney Ciccarelli
Britney Lintner
John Maag-Tanchak
Kathy Ross
Claire Vandenbergh
Hans Warnstadt

MEMORIAL
Hans Warnstadt, Chair
Chrissie Antenucci
Diane Hasenbein
Patia Henry
Bridget Place
Hans Warnstadt

WORSHIP & MUSIC
Rick Hasenbein, Chair
Bill Broden
Pat Donovan
Jim Hasenbein
Dottie Johnson
Jim Ragotzkie
Kori Tomelden

MUTUAL MINISTRY
Janet Behning, Chair
Rick Vandenbergh, Council Liaison
Hans Warnstadt
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friends like you who help share His
hope with our guests here at Capital
City Rescue Mission.
During this season, many neighbors
are especially hungry for hope and
eager to hear the Good News of
Jesus Christ. And we all know that a
meal served with love can be the
beginning of their journey towards
finding that hope. That’s why your
recent gift of $68 is such an
incredible blessing.

The Holy Spirit team of bowlers and
cheerleaders bowled at Del Lanes on
Saturday, February 8 and raised
more than $1,400 to benefit CACC’s
Emergency
Overflow
Homeless
Shelter at First Lutheran.

Thanks to your support, we look
forward to providing thousands of
nutritious meals this Easter season.
As you celebrate with your loved
ones, I hope you will remember that
your
generous
compassion
is
touching lives with His love and
bringing hope out of despair. May
God bless you for caring.

Front row from left: Karin MaagTanchak, Andrea Zaloga, Kaelin
Bray and Angela Latal.
Back row from left: Craig Stillwell,
Barb Turner, Loren Place and Laura
Wayman.

Wishing you a blessed Easter,

Perry Jones

Executive Director

________________________

FRONT PORCHIN’
On Saturday, March 14 the Bishop’s
Convocation, Front Porchin': Sharing
Your Story, God's Story and Our
Story will be held from 10 AM — 3 PM
at St. Mark's Lutheran Church in
Baldwinsville, NY. The Upstate NY
Synod tells us “Evangelism is as
simple as a story. It is your story and
God’s story shared with another. God
gives us natural front porches where
we live, work and play. There God
sits with us as we share our lives, our
stories and the Christ within us with
those who regularly gather there with
us. Bring a team from your
congregation to get some hands-on
tools to bring back home!” Contact
Pr. Joyce Fiore at 518-588-3149
email her at pastorjoycef@live.com if
you’d like to attend.

Our wonderful cheerleaders from
left: Katie Latal, Bridget Place and
Dottie Johnson.

________________________

Dear Friends at Lutheran Church of
the Holy Spirit:

With Easter just around the corner,
we are thanking God for generous
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2020 Mid-Week Lenten Program for the Lutheran Cluster Churches

“Risk”
(Discovering God through Holy Risk-Taking)
Wednesday Evenings – 6:00 soup / 7:00 service
March 4th –

Holy Spirit Lutheran Church
Presider: Rev. Joyce Fiore
Preacher: Rev. John Medwid
The Risk of Diversity

March 11th –

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
Presider: Rev. Edwina Landry
Preacher: Rev. Joyce Fiore
The Risk of Following Christ

March 18th –

First Lutheran Church
Presider: Rev. John Medwid
Preacher: Rev. Edwina Landry
The Risk of Wonder

March 25th–

St. John’s-On-Sand-Creek
Presider: Rev. Jo Page
Preacher: Rev. Greg Tennerman
The Risk of the Open Door

April 1st –

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
Presider: Rev. Edwina Landry
Preacher: Rev. Jo Page
The Risk of Inclusion
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LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
57 Hurlbut Street
Albany, New York 12209

_____________________________________________________

Lenten Soup Suppers & Worship
Supper at 6 pm — Worship at 7 pm

Dates & Locations
March 4 — Holy Spirit
March 11 — Good Shepherd
March 18 — First Lutheran
March 25 — St. John’s
April 1 — Good Shepherd
12

