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God’s purpose for Holy Spirit is to guide
the Community to Christ with support and love
MARKS OF DISCIPLESHIP
1. DAILY PRAYER
A. Prayer list in weekly bulletin — please pray daily
B. Opportunity for personal prayer during Sunday’s Prayers of the Faithful
C. “Christ in Our Home” daily devotionals
D. Thursday Evening Prayer service – June 3, 10, 17 & 24
2. WORSHIP
A. Sunday worship via ZOOM ONLY - June 6
B. Sunday worship via Zoom & Outdoors @ HS - June 13, 20 & 27
C. Thursday Evening Prayer service – June 3, 10, 17 & 24
3. BIBLE READING
A. Individual daily reading
B. Mid-week Message
C. Koinonia group via Zoom - June 14 & 28
4. SERVICE
A. Service needs for LCHS include: greeters, ushers & vocalists
B. Individual spiritual gift counseling available from Patti Henry
5. SPIRITUAL FRIENDSHIP
A. Friendship Luncheoneers*
B. Fellowship Hour after worship via Zoom
C. Faith, News & Brews*
D. Koinonia group via Zoom - June 14 & 28
E. Yarn & Needles via Zoom - June 21
6. GIVING
A. Donna in Ghana
B. St. James Food Pantry
C. Albany Lutheran Cluster — Things of My Very Own (TOMVO)
[*not currently meeting]
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JoAnn Lowe

05

Patricia Donovan
Claudette Mink
Savannah (Wolfgang) Williams

14

David W. Bender
Kaelin Bray
Alisa Fortune

29

Val Appio

Graveside funeral service for Chrissie
Antenucci will be held on Friday,
June 4
A Celebration of Life for Chrissie
Antenucci will be held on Saturday,
June 5
Sunday worship is via ZOOM ONLY on
June 6

_________________________

Rev. Betty Krafft leads us in worship
via Zoom on Sunday, June 6
Sunday worship is via Zoom and
outdoors @ Holy Spirit on Sundays
June 13, 20 & 27
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Michael & Rachel Fil

06

Dean & Laura Wayman

13

Diane & Rick Hasenbein

20

Greg & Mary Tennermann

Thursday Evening Prayer Service will
be held via Zoom on June 3, 10, 17
& 24
Koinonia meets via Zoom on June 14
& 28

_________________________

July SPIRIT articles are due by June
13
Church Council meets via Zoom on
Wednesday, June 16
Yarn & Needles meets via Zoom on
June 21

● for our “at home” members
● for Donna Rohrmiller (our
missionary in Ghana)
● for Campus Ministry at UAlbany
● for our sister Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Zimbabwe
● for all those in service of our
country
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26 May 2021
“Come to me, all you that are weary
and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.”
Matthew 11: 28

Dear Family of the Holy Spirit:
Who among us does not like this word of Jesus? Who among us would not want
to hear it? But who would be prodigal (wasteful) enough with their time to let
this invitation, this one simple sentence grow deep roots within and water it,
soak it in the attention that begins and comes to us once we stop and listen — to
silence?
I believe that many of us, standing at the beginning of these summer months,
hope that the next three months will include some time of real rest and some
real relaxation amidst all the other real or not-so-real summer plans, catch-up
projects, chores, unscheduled activities, and scheduled calendar events.
Please make room for rest, that is, for the rest that Jesus wants to give you.
Please make space and time for this invitation. I will pray for you. I will “root”
for you, and I, too, will explore that rest in and for my life and that of my family.
That includes making time for yourself. For example, on my desk a very thin
little book is waiting for me. It is by Byung-Chul Han, a Korean born Swiss
German philosopher, and in English it has the unattractive title “The Burnout
Society.” It looks like it is densely packed; I suspect it will be a bear to read it but
having read an interview with the man, I really want to know what he is saying
about technology, Müdigkeitsgesellschaft [the society of tiredness], and
constant connectivity. I have a hunch that little book is good enough not to
confuse rest with religious busy-ness. We shall see.
Rest well. God is with you.
Your Pastor,
Rahel Hahn
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Property and Mutual Ministry
Committee Update

Property and Mutual Ministry Committees, chaired by Karin Maag-Tanchak and
Janet Behning, are committed to working together to prepare the church building
and grounds for in-person worship. Members and volunteers are aiding us in our
efforts.
With the initial help of Howie Hasenbein, Karin hired a roofer to take care of
three roof leaks: Garden Street entrance, nave of the church, and one corner of
the fellowship hall. Interior work will have to be scheduled to fix water damage
resulting from these leaks.
On June 15, the large silver maple on our green space will be professionally
trimmed and the fallen tree by the peace garden removed. Until that date, we
are not safe to convene under the big tree. More tree work is scheduled for the
fall.
During this time, Janet is working to fill the position of Sexton, after the last
Sexton resigned from his position in early February. To that end, she carefully
prepared a job description with input from Karin and posted the job opening with
BOCES. The job opening will soon be placed/advertised more widely.
Delaware Ave Neighborhood Association is spreading word also.
Any candidate will have to submit an application, undergo a background check
including fingerprinting, and be interviewed by Janet and Karin. Interested
persons may send an email to jobs.holyspiritalbany@gmail.com and request an
application.
Mutual Ministry liaison Deb Baranowski is expanding the search for a cleaning
service, so we can all safely use the church and come to worship inside once
again. Since we are not alone in trying to open up after the worst of the
pandemic is over, cleaning companies are proving to be very busy.
With the help of Claudia Wolfgang who initiated the contact, a representative for
Stanley Steemer came to LCHS last week, met with Patti Henry, and we are
awaiting an estimate for a thorough cleaning including carpeting.
Patti Henry has been taking over cleaning duties since the last sexton resigned,
and we are hugely grateful. If the Sexton or cleaning position cannot be filled by
the time Patti goes on vacation in June, Karin will do the cleaning.
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We have to be ready for the following:

Increase hourly pay from $13 per hour to attract more candidates.
Hire a cleaning service on a regular basis until the sexton position is filled.
At this time, we cannot recommend holding worship inside. We are grateful for
the parking lot and greenspace for use, and continued Zoom services.
Karin Maag-Tanchak, Property Chair
Janet Behning, Mutual Ministry Chair

_____________________________________________________

COUNCIL CORNER
Parish Life Committee is happy to welcome new members: Karen
Hasenbein, Merril-Lee Lenegar, and Karin Maag-Tanchak. We are
thrilled and excited about the new energy, ideas, and support.
As I write this newsletter, we are in the midst of preparing to have
worship services on the greenspace, and eventually, indoor worship in our
building. In advance of this, Parish Life had a meeting and have discussed what
we might be able to do to enhance our “after worship” social experience. Here
are a few of the initial ideas discussed:
-Although not at first, but as our comfort level with being together outside
improves, we hope to have light refreshments outside on the greenspace. We
will announce the timing for this when we are ready.
-Coffee, Tea, individual juices boxes for the kids, and prepackaged treats would
be our initial offering.
-If they prefer, people would be welcome to bring their own beverage and snack
if they would more comfortable with that.
-We would serve the coffee/tea/treats wearing gloves and a mask rather than
having folks serve themselves.
-We would not serve food or beverages indoors for the foreseeable future.
-This is our tentative plan and it will be revised as guidance from the CDC and
State DOH changes.
In other areas, as the pandemic evolves, we hope to participate in other
activities with other committees. We will plan and host a reception after Pastor
Rahel’s installation service (the date has yet to be determined). We will continue
to brainstorm about what we can do to enhance our congregation’s social
interactions with each other and our community. If you have ideas that you’d
like to bring us, we would love to hear them. If you’d like to join Parish Life
please let me or another committee member know – I promise you will be
welcomed!
Have a joyful day,
Patti Henry, Chair
Members: Susan Alexander, Karen Hasenbein, Merril-Lee Lenegar,
Karin Maag-Tanchak, Joyce Murphy
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June 21, using this information.
Attend via Computer:
https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/85730257632?
pwd=LzFLaU9RTDF1T1VwK1NiN
FpYRkVxQT09
Meeting ID: 857 3025 7632
Passcode: 490235
Attend via Smart Phone: One tap
mobile
+19294362866,,85730257632#,,,,,,
0#,,490235# US (New York)

Christine M. Antenucci
A graveside funeral service for
Chrissie Antenucci will be held at 10
AM on Friday, June 4, at Memory
Gardens. Chrissie joined the church
triumphant on May 30, 2020. All are
welcome
to
attend.
Memory
Gardens Cemetery is located at 983
Watervliet-Shaker Road, Colonie.

Attend via Regular Phone:
Important! don’t forget the #
Dial: 1 (929) 436-2866
Meeting ID: 857 3025 7632 #
Participant ID: #

__________________________

Passcode: 490235
To mute or unmute, press *6.
(Not calling from NY? Find your local number:
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kEXMEGRo)

__________________________

CHRIST IN OUR HOME
Looking for a devotional to use in
your personal prayer time? We have
Christ in Our Home daily devotionals
for July-September 2021 available
in regular print digest size and the
large print magazine size. Please
call or email the office to have a
copy mailed to your home or set
aside for you (in a sealed plastic bag
with your name on it by the sign-in
station) to pick up at church.

Christine M. Antenucci
12 December 1954 — 30 May 2020

A Celebration of Life for Chrissie
Antenucci will be held at 12 PM on
Saturday, June 5, at West Albany
Memorial Park. All are welcome to
attend.
Refreshments
will
be
served. The park is located on
Braintree Street in Colonie.
__________________________

__________________________

YARN &
NEEDLES
AND
KOINONIA

The Holy Spirit
book
club
will
meet on our green
space on Tuesday,
July 13 at 6:30
PM. The book to
be read in advance
is Anxious People

Koinonia will gather via Zoom on
June 14 & 28 at 6:30 PM, and Yarn
& Needles will gather at 6:30 PM on
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FAITHFUL LEARNING AND
TEACHING TOGETHER
(FLATT)

by
Fredrik
Backman.
Please
remember to bring your own lawn
chair! Rain date is July 15.
__________________________

The Upstate NY Synod is offering
many online resources during the
COVID19 pandemic via “a collective
of learning opportunities to grow in
faithful witness and service as we
continue to notice who and how God
is calling us to be.”
The following information is for all
June FLATT programs:

Sign Up: https://forms.gle/
BmAUTqc32cp53HGY6

This
brief
service
includes
a
structured liturgy, as well as time for
individual prayer requests and quiet
meditation.

• Once registered you will be sent the
Zoom link for the sessions along with
the other necessary information from
the leaders.
• There is no cost to participate.
• Questions? Contact Pastor Lori
Kochanski
lkochanski@upstatenysynod.org

Please join us for a short prayer
service from 6:30-7 pm on Thursdays
June 3, 10, 17 & 24 via Zoom.
Attend via Computer:
https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/82867565754?
pwd=dUFxSkJUZVJxNVBWdFdEd
VRiZi9KZz09

Listed below are the current FLATT
offerings:
African
American
History:
Emancipation to Juneteenth
June 9 and 16, 7-8PM
Leader: Pastor Mack Smith

Meeting ID: 828 6756 5754
Passcode: 031983
Attend via Smart Phone: One tap
mobile
+19294362866,,82867565754#,,,,,,
0#,,031983# US (New York)

About the sessions:
June 9 - African American History: A
captivating guide to the people and
events that help to shape the US
from Emancipation to Juneteenth
(1861-1867)

Attend via Phone: Important!
don’t forget the #
Dial: 1 (929) 436-2866

June 16 Juneteenth: The facts, why
we celebrate it, the history, the spirit
of Juneteenth and things to know
about the history of Juneteenth

Meeting ID: 828 6756 5754
Participant ID: #
Password: 031983#

Called to Lead: God’s Call, Your
Vocation
June 17 at 10AM and 7PM (CHOOSE
ONE SESSION, CONTENT IS THE
SAME FOR BOTH TIMES)
Leader: Julie Grindle

To mute or unmute, press *6
(Not calling from NY? Find your local number:
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kckAmKSabf)

7

Have you wondered about God's call
in your life? Have you considered
rostered ministry in the ELCA? The
presentation and discussion will be
based on the document, "Called to
Lead". A copy will be provided prior
to the session.

about what we noticed, experienced,
heard and felt as we listened.
June 11 Introduction
June 18 Barbara Taylor Brown
June 25 Renita Weems
July 2 Barbara Lundblad
__________________________

Book
Group:
Christian
Minimalism: Simple Steps for
Abundant Living
June 23, 1PM
The author, Pastor Becca Ehrlich (our
interim DEM), will be with us for
conversation!

Throughout May and June the
Lutheran Cluster congregations are
asked to donate via their website, to
Things of My Very Own (TOMVO),
a non-profit organization, located in
Schenectady that provides crisis
intervention services to children who
have been impacted by extensive
abuse and/or neglect.

About the book (from the Amazon
website): "Logically, we all know our
purpose in life is not wrapped up in
accumulating possessions, wealth,
power, and prestige--Jesus is very
clear about that--but society tells us
otherwise.
Christian
Minimalism
attempts
to
cut
through
our
assumptions and society's lies about
what life should look like and invites
readers into a life that Jesus calls us
to live: one lived intentionally, free of
physical, spiritual, and emotional
clutter.

Their programs and services aim to
give children items for sustainability,
a healthy self-concept, and a
foundation to start healing.
They also provide services to children
at risk of having a Child Protective
Services intervention due solely to
not having basic items needed for
sustainability.

"Written by a woman who simplified
her own life and practices these
principles daily, this book gives
readers a fresh perspective on how to
live out God's grace for us in new and
exciting ways and live out our faith in
a way that is deeply satisfying."

The organization works to keep
children with their non-abusive family
members and out of the foster care
system whenever possible.

Order the book:
https://www.amazon.com/ChristianMinimalism-Simple-Abundant-Living/
dp/1640653880

You can help children in crisis stay
safe and healthy as they work to
overcome the abuse they’ve endured.

Dwelling in the Movement of the
Spirit:
Sermons
that
Spark
Connection with the Divine
June 11,18, 25, July 2 at 9:30 AM
Leader: Pastor Lori Kochanski

https://thingsofmyveryown.org/

About the sessions: Each week we
will read and listen to sermons by a
different preacher. When we meet on
Fridays we will have conversations

JULY SPIRIT DEADLINE

Use this link:
and click on donations.
Thank you for your support!
__________________________
is June 13
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of supplies, especially given the
economic impact of the Coronavirus.
The way you and your team have
chosen to Live Generously is such an
inspiration!
Have a blessed day,
Jennifer Coan-Mahmood
Thrivent Engagement Specialist
Northeast Region
__________________________

HOLY SPIRIT IN BLOOM
Thanks to all our volunteers for
planting 80 geraniums for Pentecost!

PLEASE READ THIS!
For your safety and the safety of our
neighbors, you will notice that a
portion of our green space has been
cordoned off. This is in response to
an evaluation of our trees by an
arborist. Professional trimming will be
done on June 15.
Until trimming has been completed:
please respect all signage and DO
NOT PARK along the green space at
the rear of our parking lot.
Thank you in
understanding.

advance

for

your

(Didn’t recognize all three languages
above? No worries! In descending
order they are: German, English and
Polish.)
__________________________

Your Thrivent Action Team’s efforts
on behalf of Blessed Sacrament
Food Pantry have earned that
organization a $500 donation from
the Northeast Thrivent Member
Network.
Food Pantries are in desperate need
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SUNDAY ZOOM SERVICE
INFORMATION
Attend via Computer:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89293630203?
pwd=d0F3L2V6Q3B2VzNabE1zaFZRUWVsUT09

Meeting ID: 892 9363 0203
Passcode: 792616

Attend via Smart Phone: One tap mobile
+19294362866,,89293630203#,,1#,792616#
Attend via Phone: Don’t forget the #
Dial: 1 (929) 436-2866

Meeting ID: 892 9363 0203#
Participant ID: #
Password: 792616#
To mute or unmute, press *6
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Let’s Do it Again!
Through Sunday, June 13
Holy Spirit is collecting 500
non-perishable food pantry items for the

Veterans Miracle Center ~ Albany, NY
to provide needed food
AND to earn them a $500 donation from the
Northeast Thrivent Member Network!
• Drop off items at Holy Spirit: Mon-Thurs from 9AM–1PM
• Bring items to Outdoor Worship on June 13
• Call Claudia Wolfgang to arrange for pick-up
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To Strive for Justice & Peace in All the Earth:
How Lutherans Engage with Social Issues
Tuesday, June 15 at 7:00 PM
Presenters:
Bishop John Macholz
Rev. Dr. Roger Willer
Pastor Dustin Wright
One of our core baptismal commitments as Lutherans is to "strive for justice and
peace in all the earth," but how do we define justice? Few would argue that the
Bible can guide us in leading a moral life, both individually and as a society, but
how can we teach and preach about right and wrong without becoming simply
another politically partisan organization? The bad news (that we certainly all
know) is that living in such a politically and culturally divided country makes it
perhaps more difficult than ever to answer these questions. The good news
though is that as Lutherans, we have decades of carefully researched and widely
agreed upon Social Statements, Social Messages and related documents that can
help guide our thinking and action around the complicated social issues of our
day.
Join Rev. Dr. Roger Willer (ELCA Director for Theological Ethics in the Office of
the Presiding Bishop), Bishop John Macholz (Upstate New York Synod bishop)
and Pastor Dustin Wright (Messiah, Rotterdam) for a community forum on how
Lutherans engage in social issues, how social statements are formed and what to
do if you don't agree.
If you're someone who's ever thought or said, "Pastor, you're being too
political!" this conversation is for you! If you're someone looking to understand
how your faith relates to the wider justice issues of our day, this conversation is
for you, too! You can join us both live "in the room" on Zoom to ask questions or
watch the event streamed on Facebook Watch.
Zoom Link: https://zoom.us/j/96254992788
The Facebook Event: https://www.facebook.com/
events/3906196862768389https://www.facebook.com/
events/3906196862768389
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Drive-Thru Graduation Schedule*
Pre-Kindergarten
June 18 ~ 9AM—1PM

Kindergarten
June 21 ~ 8AM— 1PM
Fifth Grade
June 24 ~ 9AM —12PM

[* In Holy Spirit Parking Lot]
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